
Before  t he  Board of  Zoning Adjustment,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - May 1 4 ,  1969 

Appeal No. 10046 T r u s t e e s  of Mount Airy B a p t i s t  Church, a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d ,  wi th  
Will iam S. Harps a b s e n t ,  t h e  fo l l owing  Order of t h e  Board was 
e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing o f  May 20, 1969. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - NOV. 20,  1969 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from the  l o t  occupancy and 
open c o u r t  r equ i rements  of t h e  C-2-A D i s t r i c t  and R-4 D i s t r i c t  
t o  pe rmi t  community s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  b u i l d i n g  a t  No. 17 L S t r e e t ,  
NW. ,  l o t s  887 and 888, Square  620, be g r an t ed .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  p a r t i a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  a C-2-A 
D i s t r i c t  and p a r t i a l l y  i n  a n  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2. The p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i t h  a ~ h u r c h ~ b u i l d i n g  con- 
s t r u c t e d  approximate ly  f i f t y  (50)  years ago.  

3 .  Appel lan t  proposes  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a church r e l a t e d  
f a c i l i t y  on approximate ly  15,000 squa re  f e e t  of a d d i t i o n a l  l and  
a c q u i r e d  from t h e  Redevelopment Land Agency. Such f a c i l i t y  i s  
t o  i n c l u d e  a chape l ,  meeting room, and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

4.  P r i o r  t o  conveyance of t h e  l a n d ,  a 10 f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  
l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t he  e a s t  and t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  t h e  church was 
c l o s e d .  Half of t h e  a l l e y  was devoted t o  t h e  church and half 
t o  t h e  Redevelopment Land Agency. The l a n d  a b u t t i n g  t h e  church 
i s  R-4 as i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  church p r o p e r t y .  New p rope r ty  acqu i r ed  
by t h e  church i s  C-2-A. 
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5 .  I n  order  t o  provide a connection between t h e  e x i s t i n g  
church and t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n ,  it i s  necessary t o  b u i l d  on 
a p o r t i o n  of t h e  former a l l e y  zoned R-4. The church covers 
more l o t  a r e a  than  i s  p resen t ly  permit ted by t h e  Zoning Regu- 
l a t i o n s .  Coverage i s  l i m i t e d  t o  s i x t y  (60)  percent  i n  t h e  R-4 
D i s t r i c t .  

6. The proposed a d d i t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  c r e a t e  a c o u r t  measuring 
l e s s  than  10 f e e t  i n  width. 

7. The 15  f o o t  setback requirements a long t h e  North Cap i to l  
S t r e e t  f rontage  of t h e  proper ty  extends t h e  a d d i t i o n  2 f e e t  i n  
t h e  r e a r  i n t o  t h e  R-4 zoned proper ty .  The bulk of t h e  a d d i t i o n  
w i l l  be loca ted  i n  t h e  C-2-A D i s t r i c t .  

8. NO ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appea l  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing .  

OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  appe l l an t  has  proven a hardship 
wi th in  t h e  meaning of t h e  var iance c l ause  of t h e  Zoning Regu- 
l a t i o n s  and t h a t  a  d e n i a l  of t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
p e c u l i a r  and excep t iona l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hard- 
s h i p  upon t h e  owner. 

Fu r the r ,  we hold t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  can be g ran ted  
without s u b s t a n t i a l  detr iment  t o  t h e  pub l i c  good and without sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
zone plan a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By : 4 

CHARLES E. MORGAN F 

Secre ta ry  of t h e  Board 


